s e

Georgi Poisn Center
Annual Report
2008






A Message From The Directors

Director

Medical Director



Holding your hand...




As one of the busiest poison centers In the country and the only one in Georgia, we receive calls daily
ranging from physicians and emergency medical personnel to concerned parents. We are staffed by
highly skilled physicians, pharmacists, nurses, and other poison experts 24 hours a day, 365 days a year who

offer confidential advice on poison diagnosis, treatment, and information.

In 2008, the Georgia Poison Center handled 114,181 incoming calls involving
poison emergencies and information. Of these calls:

« 85,211 calls were due to a human poison exposure.

« 16,865 calls were received from healthcare facilities, including hospitals,
emergency medical personnel, and doctor offices.

« 8,197 calls were due to an animal poison exposure.

« 90,773 calls were for general poison information.

« 83 percent of poison exposures were successfully treated at home without
the patient being referred to a healthcare facility.

« Over 57 percent of calls involved children under the age of 5.

« 56,039 follow-up calls were made to concerned parents, grandparents and
health care providers

Top Ten Substances involved in
Human Poisonings

Analgesics (pain relievers)
Cosmetics/personal care products

Household cleaning substances
Sedative/hypnotics/antipsychotics
Bites and envenomations

Foreign bodies/toys/miscellaneous
Cold and coush preparations
Topical preparations
Antihistamines

Pesticides
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Saving lives...
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...all over Georgia



Training professionals...



The Georgia Poison Center’s Education Department coordinates statewide activities to increase awareness of the
dangers of poisons. They provide materials and technical assistance to organizations who wish to conduct
poison prevention activities in their communities. In 2008, the education department, along with Specialists in Poison
Information, conducted 52 Health Fairs across the state of Georgia. During the last quarter of 2008, the education
department reinstated The Poison Prevention Instructor Training Program (ITP), which equips safety advocates with the
knowledse, skills, and resources to teach poison prevention activities in their respective communities. This effort
increases the number of Georgians reached with poison prevention education. We believe that our collaborative
efforts will encourage Georgians to adopt safe and healthy poison prevention habits. Between October and

November 2008, the education department trained 34 poison prevention instructors through the ITP program.

During the third week in March , the Georsia Poison Center celebrates National Poison Prevention Week (NPPW). The
Georgia Poison Center coordinates poison prevention activities throughout the state of Georsia, in collaboration with
pharmacies, hospitals, schools, child care providers and other agencies concerned with the health and safety of their
communities. Our educators visited new mothers at local healthcare facilities and supplied them with poison
prevention information to decrease the incidence of poisonings in children. We also teamed up with the Department
of Multicultural Affairs at Grady Memorial Hospital to increase poison prevention awareness among Hispanic
communities. The culmination of NPPW is the annual poster contest which highlights elementary school aged children
who illustrate, through artwork, poison prevention awareness. The winners are recognized at an awards ceremony

held in Atlanta, GA.



Caring for the young...
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‘My wife told me via telephone what had
possibly happened to my son. Due to the
commitments that | had, | prayed that he would
be okay and by the grace of God he was. She
also shared with me that you called later to
check on him before your day was done. | want
to let you know that you made my day. For you
to take the time out of your day to revisit an
earlier phone call was really special. | wanted to

say thank you!”
~Father of 22 month old
Liquid Candle ingestion
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...and the young at heart



Taking poisoning off your mind now...
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..and in the future



' Did YOou Know...
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Gaylord P. Lopez, PharmD, DABAT

Stephanie L. Hon, PharmD

Robert J. Geller, MD, FAAP, FACMT

Brent W. Morgan, MD, ACMT

Arthur S. Chang, MD, ACMT
Ziad Kazzi, MD, ACMT

Damon Dell’Aglio, MD, ACMT

Ed M. Kiloourne, MD, MPH, ACMT
Josh G. Schier, MD, ACMT
Michael D. Schwartz, MD, ACMT
Jerry D. Thomas, MD, ACMT

Richard Kleiman, MD
Carl Skinner, MD

Andre Matthews, MD
Wafa'a Al-khamees, MD
Barrak Aldosary, MD

Frank Alcantara, MD, CSPI
Robert Baker, BA, MA, CSPI
Larry Condra, PharmD, CSP
Nathan Price, PharmD, CSPI
Sheri Webster, RN, CSPI
Sherry Wright, RN, CSPI
Ralph Rizo, MD, CSPI

Sean Ragone, MD, CSPI
Crystal Kim, RN, CSPI
Angela Turner, RN, CSPI
Claire Donegan, RN, CSPI
Julia Heard BS, CSPI

Donna Evans, RN, CSPI
Sandra Riddell, BS Pharm, CSPI
Johnetta Miller, BS, SPI
Lloyd Herrington, BS, CSPI
Denese Britt, RN, CSPI

Brett DeBruyn, RN, CSP

Jill Martin, RN, CSPI

Susan Avery, RN, CSP
Edward Hershman, MD, SPI
Chris Jones, PharmD, CSPI
Eunice Farris, RN, SPI

Dale Baskerville, BS, MS, SPI
Cleomie Forbes, RN, SPI
Cynthia Braswell, RN, SPI

Susan Gorman, PharmD, DABAT

Etienne Rodriguez, MD, SPI
Adrianna Pratt, MD, SPI
Eileen Lopez, MD, SPI

Bart Young, MD, SPI
Alexander Garrard, PIP

Lance Horton, MCSE
Phillio Moore, BS
Christopher White, AA, CIS

Natika Wright, BS

Gloria Jackson-Mclean, CHES
Tanneshia Sherrer, BS
Kristi Thompson

Charlotte Box, BS
Elma Range
Vanessa Walker, BS

Darrielle Clark
Shaniqua Hayward, BS
Gayle Holmes
Joanne Lewis

Anthony Oloni, MD



For any information regarding the Georgia Poison Center
please contact us at:

Pnlsn“ Q Georgia Poison Center
@ 80 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, SE
e s n P.O Box 26066
o Atlanta, GA 30303-3050

1.800.222.1222 poison emergencies
1-800-222-1222 404.616.9000 general inquiries

WWW.georgiapoisoncenter.org
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